Downieville Fire Protection District                                                                         Board of Directors


April 19, 2023
3:00 P.M.
DOWNIEVILLE COMMUNITY HALL

1. CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Frank Lang called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.

Roll Call:  Roll Call completed by Secretary, CC Gelatt
Commissioners Present:  Frank Lang, Cherry Simi, Diane Wharff, Greg Johnson
Commissioners Absent:  Liz Fisher
Staff Present:  Steve Folsom, EMS Captain; Robert Hall, Fire Captain
Staff Absent:  Loryce Ashby, Bookkeeper
Others Present:  Joyce White 

· Approval of April 19, 2023 Agenda:  Secretary CC Gelatt advised she entered the Next Meeting Date (#11) as April 19, 2023 in error.  Next Meeting Date should be corrected to May 17, 2023.  Greg Johnson motioned to approve Agenda as corrected and Cherry Simi seconded.  Motioned passed 4.0.0.
· Approval of March 15, 2023 Minutes:  Secretary CC Gelatt advised under “Approval of March 15 2023 Minutes” she mistakenly entered Cherry Simi as seconding the motion. This should be corrected to Liz Fisher seconding the motion.  Cherry Simi motioned to approve Minutes as corrected and Greg Johnson seconded.  Motion passed 4.0.0.
· Approval of March 30, 2023 Emergency Board Meeting Minutes:  Diane Wharff motioned to approve and Greg Johnson seconded.  Motion passed 4.0.0.

2. Public Comment Opportunity:  None.

3. Announcements and Correspondence:  Frank Lang advised he had received a Resolution In Appreciation Of Downieville Fire Protection District from the Board of Directors of Pliocene Ridge Community Services District and read it to the Commissioners.

4. Financial Reports:  
Treasurer’s Report: Cherry Simi verbally summarized the Statement of Bank Accounts as follows:
Total Available Balance					$644,377.20
New Firehouse Fund					$281,149.36
Paramedic/ALS						$183,437.17
Building Reserve					$  10,022.74
Ambulance						$    5,001.07
Apparatus						$ 109,210.26
DFPD Checking						$    55,556.60
Outstanding Credit Cards				$       1,679.15
Outstanding in General Account 			$        5,534.75


Cherry advised Wells Fargo Bank had asked for the Minutes, which she provided. She is hoping for a response by this coming Monday.  Frank Lang asked for the balance in the Urgent Care Fund and Cherry said we got a couple of donations this month that were added to last month’s balance of approximately $9,000.  

Diane Wharff motioned to accept the Treasurer’s Report and Greg Johnson seconded.  Motion passed 4.0.0.


Bookkeeper Report:  The Profit & Loss by Class prepared by Loryce Ashby was handed out to the Commissioners and Frank Lang reviewed it with the Commissioners.

Greg Johnson motioned to accept the Bookkeepers Report and Diane Wharff seconded.  Motion passed 4.0.0.

5. Officer’s Reports:  Robert Hall and Steve Folsom – See Attached Officer’s Report
Robert Hall handed out the Officer’s Report.  Additional comments to the report are as follows:
Item 4-Strategic Plan Draft:  Robert said we are deficient on two things; the pump trailer and a Type 3 and felt we should ask the public for donations to help purchase them as we have historically had a good response from them.  Frank advised  we should put these items in the budget as priorities.

Item 8-Conclusion, Questions, Comments, Constructive Criticism:  Steve Folsom advised he felt the Stinson Beach rig is not a good option as it is too old for the money.

Item 9 -  Sierra County Department of OES:  Robert noted a $3.3 million roadside clearing project for Mountain House, Saddleback and Lavazzola Roads is getting underway.  It will clear 100’ back from the roadway which will provide additional escape routes if needed due to wildfire.  He said it would be beneficial if during this project they could also do our Fire Break on Saddleback since they will be working there anyway.

Diane Wharff motioned to accept the Officers Report and Cherry Simi seconded.  Motion passed 4.0.0.

6. Committee Updates: Frank Lang
New Firehouse:  Frank Lang said Gabe at the Forest Service advised him they would do a mock presentation to the group, critique it and then set up a meeting to present to Eli.
Budget Committee:   Frank Lang set up a Budget Committee meeting scheduled for 4- 27-23 at 9:00 a.m. at the Masonic Hall.  He would like to have a budget for approval at the May 17, 2023 Board Meeting.

7. Program Updates:  Frank Lang
Fire Department Ambulance Billing Policy:   Frank wants this item added to the Budget Committee Meeting.
Ground Ambulance Reporting System:  Diane advised she has finished the report.


8. Business Items Old:
· Work Injury Policy Update:  In progress.
· DFPD/PRCSD/NORCAL EMS Ambulance MOU:  Frank advised he finished the MOU today and sent it, along with 13-14 attachments, to Lee Adams at the Board of Supervisors. He also asked to be added to the May 2, 2023 Board of Supervisors Meeting to present it.  Frank then read the essential parts of the MOU to the Commissioners.

9. Business Items New:
· Letter of Opposition for AB 1168:  A discussion of this item and sending a letter of support was had.  Greg Johnson motioned to have Frank send a letter of support to the Board of Supervisors and Cherry Simi seconded.  Motion passed 4.0.0.
· Sierra County Multi-Jurisdictional Local Hazard Mitigation Plan Letter of Support:  Cherry Simi motioned to send this letter with a carbon copy to LeTina and Diane Wharff seconded.  Motion passed 4.0.0. 
· Policy A-9a Credit Card Limit for Paramedic:  The Commissioners discussed this item and agreed to issue a credit card to Tegan Harrington with a limit of $500.00, delete the credit card issued previously to Shaun Price and reduce the Fire Chief’s card limit to $3000.00 which will keep the total card limits at $10,000.00.   Greg Johnson so motioned and Diane Wharff seconded.  Motion passed 4.0.0. 

10. Discussion:
· Conflict of Interest Codes Policy:  At the March 15, 2023 Board Meeting, Liz Fisher advised that the County put their Conflict of Interest Policy on the Board of Supervisors Agenda and wondered if DFPD could use this document for our new Policy.  She will check to see if this was approved by the Board of Supervisors and will also send a copy to Frank.  As Liz was absent from today’s Commissioners Meeting, this item is deferred to the May 17, 2023 Commissioners Meeting.
· DFPD Strategic Plan 2023:  This item was discussed earlier in the meeting.

11. Next Board Meeting:  Wednesday, May 17, 2023 at 3:00 p.m.

12. Adjournment:  Diane Wharff motioned to adjourn and Greg Johnson seconded.  Motion passed 4.0.0.  Meeting adjourned at 4:25 p.m.

Minutes Respectfully Submitted:



CC Gelatt, Recording Secretary
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