Downieville Fire Protection District                                                                         Board of Directors


May 17, 2023
3:00 P.M.
DOWNIEVILLE COMMUNITY HALL

1. CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Frank Lang called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.

Roll Call:  Roll Call completed by Secretary, CC Gelatt
Commissioners Present:  Frank Lang, Cherry Simi, Diane Wharff, Greg Johnson, Liz Fisher  NOTE:  Diane Wharff, Steve Folsom and Tegan Harrington left meeting at 4:05 p.m. for an emergency call out and Diane Wharff returned at 4:25 p.m.
Commissioners Absent:  None
Staff Present:  Steve Folsom, EMS Captain; Robert Hall, Fire Captain; Tegan Harrington, Community Paramedic and Operations Manager;  and Loryce Ashby, Bookkeeper
Staff Absent:  None
Others Present:  Joyce White and Mike Taylor

· Approval of May 17, 2023 Agenda:  Cherry Simi motioned to approve and Greg Johnson seconded. Motioned passed 5.0.0.
· Approval of  April 19, 2023 Minutes:  Greg Johnson motioned to approve Minutes and Diane Wharff seconded.  Liz Fisher abstained from vote due to absence at April meeting.  Motion passed 4.0.0.

2. Public Comment Opportunity:  Mike Taylor made a public service announcement saying “Go Live Visit Sierra County” app launched today and can be accessed via the Chamber website or on your mobile device. It represents the east and west sides of the county which includes Downieille, the Valley and the Chamber. The site highlights events, trails and tours and is location based.  To be included on the site you you must be a member of the Chamber.  Tegan will coordinate with Mike to get DFPD on the site.

3. Announcements and Correspondence:  CC Gelatt reminded everyone there is a planned PG&E power outage on May 31 from 5:30 a.m. – 7:30 a.m. that will affect the District Office.

4. Financial Reports:  
Treasurer’s Report: Cherry Simi verbally summarized the Statement of Bank Accounts as follows:
Total Available Balance					$681,779.36
New Firehouse Fund					$281,172.47
Paramedic/ALS						$177,674.84
Building Reserve					$  10,023.15
Ambulance						$    5,001.27
Apparatus						$109,219.24
DFPD Checking						$  98,688.39
Outstanding Credit Cards				$     2,908.16



Cherry advised Wells Fargo Bank  wants updated profiles regarding opening the Urgent Care Account.  She will give Diane Wharff and Greg Johnson the contact information. 

Bookkeeper Report:  Loryce Ashby verbally reviewed the Profit & Loss by Class as follows: outstanding bills $7,205.53, credit cards $2,908.16 with total outstanding $10,113.69.  She also reported she was not satisfied with our current auditor and has contacted our previous auditor’s company, Johnson Group, about the possibility of hiring them again.  They asked for last year’s audit and will submit an offer after reviewing the documents. If they do not submit an offer, Loryce will ask them for a referral.

Liz Fisher motioned to accept the Bookkeepers Report and Diane Wharff seconded.  Motion passed 5.0.0.

5. Officer’s Reports:  Robert Hall and Steve Folsom – See Attached Officer’s Report
Robert Hall handed out the Officer’s Report.  Additional comments to the report are as follows:
Item 5a – Ruby Bluff Repeater:  Robert said he believes it may be an antenna problem as well which would be a cost to DFPD, the conduit problem will be covered by PG&E.
Item 5b – In-town Repeater:  In discussing this item it was noted we will need a contract with either Patty or Garret to place the repeater on their property.

Item 8-Conclusion, Questions, Comments, Constructive Criticism:  Steve Folsom advised he felt the Stinson Beach rig is not a good option as it is too old for the money.

Item 9a -  Red Card Training:  To date only 4 people have completed their red card training.  Everybody needs it in order to be paid by state agency.  Cherry Simi asked if this was something that could be accomplished by on-line training or of having a group training with an instructor.  Discussion followed and concluded this was not a practical solution because of the many hours required along with the need for participants to show the drive and ambition to take the training.

Item 8:  Conclusion, Questions, Comments:  Regarding the BP units, Steve Folsom advised the company aditted there is a problem and parts have been ordered.  Someone will be here on May 29th to look at the 212’s. Regarding the hose packs, we need more nozzles and a “Y”. 

Diane Wharff motioned to accept the Officers Report and Greg Johnson seconded.  Motion passed 5.0.0.

6. Committee Updates: Frank Lang
New Firehouse:  Frank said he received a note from Gabe at the Forest Service who said they’re still working on it and he is talking to Eli and Matt who are still interested in doing it.  Frank further commented that 3 years ago the community was polled regarding a possible location at either Ingrid’s, the gas station or the Yuba Storage Facility.  Each of those sites were ruled out at that time for various reasons.  Approximately a month ago, Richard Zanotti from Yuba Storage facility contacted Frank to advise the facility is now for sale.  It is two separate parcels consisting of the storage facility building which is 100’x50’ and attached residence, along with the duplexes. Asking price is $750,000 but the parcels can be split.  Price without the duplexes would be $500,000 and with a sizable down would be $1500 a month. Mike Taylor advised the Commissioners he is also interested in the property as a riverfront business opportunity and envisions a tap house brewery with picnic tables along the riverfront that would fit in with the mountain bike vibe.  He holds a non-compete position putting DFPD first.  If DFPD does not want to purchase the property, Mr. Taylor would be willing to buy it and rent it back to DFPD.  He said he has no sese of urgency or aggression and is open to working with DFPD; he wants to see the riverfront cleaned up and accessible to the general public.  Frank told the Commissioners we need to have a robust discussion about this opportunity with the highest priority being housing the equipment so it doesn’t freeze in winter and is ready to go when needed.  He would like to focus on that and bring it to the June Board meeting for a vote.  Discussion followed highlighting our good position with the Forest Service, selling the Foundry for capital, access to the Yuba Storage facility site, and the need to get our equipment housed by winter.  The commissioners agreed to go over and view the Yuba Storage facility site at the conclusion of the Board meeting. 
Budget Committee:   Frank said Greg did a good job on this and would like the Commissioners to look it over and be prepared to vote on it at the June meeting.  Liz Fisher motioned to accept the budget and Cherry Simi seconded.  Motion passed 5.0.0. 

7. Program Updates:  Frank Lang
EMT Training Course:  Tegan will be paid for teaching.  July 1 is the registration date and the course starts in Sept/Oct.  More information coming for fall.  It’s a free course you; only pay for book and materials which is approximately $200.00.
Urgent Care:  Frank advised we have tax money to pay for ½ time paramedic for 24-hour coverage.

8. Business Items Old:
· Work Injury Policy Update:  In progress.
· DFPD/PRCSD/NORCAL EMS Ambulance MOU:  Continued to June meeting.

9. Business Items New:
· .Gov Domains for Special Fire Districts:  Continued to June meeting.
· EMS Video Laryngoscope & Handheld Ultrasound:  This unit has a reusable camera that allows you to see without injury to the patient.  Cost is $2,000 for purchase.  Liz Fisher motioned to approve purchase and Diane Wharff seconded.  Motion passed 5.0.0.

10. Discussion:
· Conflict of Interest Codes Policy:  Continued to June meeting.

11. Next Board Meeting:  Wednesday, June 21, 2023 at 3:00 p.m.  Frank would like to change the date to June 14, 2023.  Commissioners are all in agreement and the next meting date is changed to June 14, 2023.

12. Adjournment:  Greg Johnson motioned to adjourn and Cherry Simi  seconded.  Motion passed 5.0.0.  Meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Minutes Respectfully Submitted:



CC Gelatt, Recording Secretary
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